
Bios of Plenary Session Presenters
Shirley Stewart Burns, a native of Wyoming County, West Virginia, is the author of Bringing Down the Mountains: 
the Impact of Mountaintop Removal on Southern West Virginia Communities. She holds a Ph.D. in History, 
Appalachian focus, from West Virginia University.
 
Julia “Judy” Bonds is co-director for Coal River Mountain Watch. A resident of Whitesville, WV, she has worked for a 
decade educating people about the human and environmental effects of Mountaintop Removal. In 2003, she won the 
internationally renowned Goldman Environmental Prize.   

Lora Smith, a native of Whitley County, Kentucky,  works on coal and energy issues as a Communications Associate for 
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth in Whitesburg, KY.  She holds a B.A. from New York University and is currently 
a Master’s candidate in Folklore at UNC-Chapel Hill.   

Martin Richards is the High Road Economic Development Organizer at KFTC. Martin has an Architecture degree from 
the University of Kentucky with an emphasis on green and sustainable building practices.  Martin is a past 
president of the Community Farm Alliance and has been active for 13 plus years in sustainable agriculture, grassroots 
organizing and local/community economic development. 
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Additional Resources
Books, Articles, Movies, and Websites about Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining*

Books
Burns, Shirley Stewart, Bringing Down the Mountains: the Impact of Mountaintop Removal on Southern West Virginia 
Communities.

Depta, Victor, Azrael on the Mountain. 

Johansen, Kristin, Bobbie Ann Mason, and Mary Ann Taylor-Hall (Eds.), Missing Mountains: We Went to the Mountaintop But 
It Wasn’t There.

Loeb, Penny, Moving Mountains: How One Woman and Her Community Won Justice from Big Coal.

Pancake, Ann. Strange as this Weather has Been: A Novel.

Reece, Erik, Lost Mountain: A Year in the Vanishing Wilderness.

Shnayerson, Michael, Coal River.

Articles
Abramson, Rudy. “New Coal Isn’t Old Coal.” The Alicia Patterson Foundation Reporter, 2001, 
http://www.aliciapatterson.org/APF2001/Abramson/Abramson.html. 

Abramson, Rudy. “A Judge in Coal Country.” The Alicia Patterson Foundation Reporter, 2003, 
http://www.aliciapatterson.org/APF2003/Abramson/Abramson.html.

Anderson, George M. “Of Many Things.” America, February 3, 2003.

Babich, Phillip. “Dirty Business.” Salon, November 13, 2003, http://www.salon.com/tech/feature/2003/11/13/slurry_coverup/
index_np.html.

Bingham, Clara. “Under Mined.” Washington Monthly, January/February 2005.

Bowe, Rebecca. “In Defense of Mountains.” E: The Environmental Magazine, January/February 2006.

Chamblin, H. Douglas, Petra Wood, and John Edwards. “Allegheny Woodrat (Neotoma magister) Use of Rock Drainage Channels 
on Reclaimed Mines in Southern West Virginia.” American Midland Naturalist, April 2004. 

Clarke, Kevin. “And every mountain brought low.” U.S. Catholic, September 1999. 

Eades, Rick. Brushy Fork Slurry Impoundment – A Preliminary Report. Huntington, WV: Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, 2000, 
http://www.ohvec.org/issues/slurry_impoundments/articles/brushy_fork.pdf

Gabriel, Margaret. “Appalachian Catholics Tackle Divisive Mining Issue.” National Catholic Reporter, July 30, 2004. 

Galuszka, Peter. “Strip-mining on Steroids.” Business Week, Novebmer 17, 1997. 

Goodell, Jeff. “You fight for what you’ve got, even if it it’s only worth a dime.” O, July 2006.

Hartman, Michael Kaller, John Howell , and John A. Sweka, “How Much Do Valley Fills Influence Headwater Streams?” 
Hydrobiologia 532 (2005): 91–102.

Hattam, Jennifer. “Dethroning King Coal.” Sierra, November/December 2003. 

Kiger, Patrick J. “Unnatural Wonders.” Mother Jones, July/August 2006.

Lake, Snell, Perry and Associates. “New Poll Findings On Mountaintop Removal in West Virginia.  Opposition to mountaintop 
removal is broad and deep.” Conducted for Appalachian Center for the Economy and the Environment, available from 
http://www.appalachian-center.org/poll_results/index.html.

Loeb, Penny. “Shear Madness.” U.S. News and World Report, August 11, 1997. 

Loeb, Penny. “Coal activists stir up dust in West Virginia.” U.S. News and World Report, October 13, 1997. 

Glasmeier, Amy, Penn State University, and Tom Bell, Consulting Geologist.  “Economic Development Potential of Conventional 
and Potential Alternative Energy Sources in Appalachian Counties.” June, 2006. http://www.arc.gov/index.do?nodeId=3108

Jack Faucett Associates and Economic Development Research Group.  “Analysis of  Global Competitiveness of Selected Industries 
and Clusters in the Appalachian Region.”  Appalachian Regional Commission.  November 5, 2004.  http://www.arc.gov/images/re-
ports/global/global.pdf

Keystone Research Center.  “Creating Regional Advantage in Appalachia:  Towards a  Strategic Response to Global Economic 
Restructuring.”  Appalachian Regional Commission.  April 2005.  http://www.arc.gov/images/reports/2006/keystone2005/keyston-
ereport.pdf

Konty, Melissa Fry.  “Kentucky Programs and Infrastructure to Promote Small Business and Entrepreneurship.”  MACED.  http://
wwww.maced.org/publications.htm

Mountain Association for Community Economic Development.  “The Kentucky Forest Landowner’s Handbook.”
http://wwww.maced.org/publications.htm

Websites & Organizations  
Appalachia—Science in the Public Interest, www.a-spi.org

Appalachian Center for Economic Networks (ACEnet), www.acenetworks.org

Appalachian Coalition for Just and Sustainable Communities, www.appcoalition.org

Appalachian Community Economics, http://appalachiancommunityeconomics.org

Appalachian Regional Commission, www.arc.gov/index.jsp

Appalachian Sustainable Development, www.asdevelop.org

Center for Economic Options, www.centerforeconomicoptions.org

The High Road Initiative, www.highroadinitiative.org

Kentucky Highlands Investment Corporation, www.khic.org

The Kentucky Solar Partnership, www.kysolar.org

Mountain Association for Community Economic Development, www.maced.org

Pine Mountain Community Development Corporation, www.secc.kctcs.edu/cbdc/pinemountain/purpose.html

Pine Mountain Settlement School- Sustainability Initiative, www.pinemountainsettlementschool.com/sustainability.php

Southern Appalachian Fund, www.southappfund.com

Movies
Beyond Measure:  Appalachian Culture and Economy.  dir. Herb E. Smith, Appalshop, 1994,

Grassroots Small Farm. VHS.  dir. Anne Lewis, Appalshop, 1988. 

Landowner’s Guide to Sustainable Forestry: Maximizing Profits While Protecting Water Quality.   DVD.  Produced 
by Appalachian Voices, 2006. http://www.appvoices.org/index.php?/site/forests_overview/

Microenterprise in West Virginia:  NOT Business as Usual.  Produced by Digital Vision Works, 2000. http://www.center-
foreconomicoptions.org/video.php



McGinley, Patrick. “From Pick and Shovel to Mountaintop Removal: Environmental Injustice in the Appalachian Coalfields,” 
Environmental Law 34, no. 1 (2004).

McNeil, Bryan, “Global Forces, Local Worlds: Mountaintop Removal and Appalachian Communities,” in The American South in a 
Global World, James L. Peacock, Harry L. Watson, and Carrie R. Matthews (Eds.).

Mitchell, John G. “When Mountains Move.” National Geographic, March 2006.

Nichols, John. “A Novelist Runs for Governor.” Progressive, November 2000. 

Paulson, Amanda. “In Coal Country, Heat Rises Over Latest Method of Mining.” Christian Science Monitor, January 3, 2006.

Reece, Erik. “Death of a Mountain.” Harper’s, April 2005.

Reece, Erik. “Moving Mountains: The Battle for Justice Comes to the Coalfields of Appalachia.” Orion, January/February 2006.

Shnayerson, Michael. “The Rape of Appalachia,” Vanity Fair, May 2006.

Skousen, Jeff, Paul Ziemkiewicz, and Christina Venable. “Evaluation of Tree Growth on Surface Mined Lands in Southern West Vir-
ginia.” Morgantown, WV: Agricultural & Natural Resources Development, Extension service, 1998, available from http://www.wvu.
edu/~agexten/landrec/evaltree.htm.  First published in Green Lands (Winter 1998).

Sleight-Brennan, Sandra. “Appalachia’s Vanishing Mountains.” Contemporary Review, October 2002. 

Thomas, K.A., Jeffrey Skousen, John Sencindiver, and Jim Gorman. Soil Horizon Development on a Mountaintop Surface Mine in 
Southern West Virginia.  Morgantown WV: West Virginia University, Agriculture Extension, 2000, available from http://www.wvu.
edu/~agexten/landrec/soilhori.htm.

Vollers, Maryanne. “Razing Appalachia.” Mother Jones, July/August 1999.

Ward, Ken. Mining the Mountains series. Charleston (West Virginia) Gazette, available from http://wvgazette.com/NewsMining+the
+Mountains.

Ward, Ken. “Mountaintop Removal.” IRE Journal, July/August 2001. 

Ward, Jr., Ken. “Using Documents to Report on Mountaintop Mining.” Nieman Reports, Summer 2004.

Warren, Carol E. “Power Down in Solidarity With All Creation.” National Catholic Reporter, February 12, 1999. 

Williams, Scott. “Mine Wars.” Christian Century, May 31, 2005.

Wood, Petra, Scott Bosworth, and Randy Dettmers. “Cerulean Warbler Abundance and Occurrence Relative to 
Large-Scale Edge and Habitat Characteristics.” Condor, February 2006.

Movies
All Shaken Up, prod. and dir. Bob Gate, Penny Loeb.  32 min., Omni Productions, 1998, videocassette.

Black Diamonds, prod. and dir. Catherine Pancake, 90 min, Bullfrog Films, 2005.

Buffalo Creek Revisited, dir. Mimi Pickering, 31 min., Appalshop, 1984.

Burning the Future: Coal in America, dir. David Novack, 89 min., American Coal Productions, Inc., 2008.

Coal Power, prod. and dir. Mari-Lynn Evans, Phyllis Gellar, to be released nationwide in Fall 2008, http://www.sierraclub.org/scp/
coalpower/index.asp

Crimes Against Nature: the Movie, prod. and dir. Claire Bingham, Angus Yates, to be released nationwide in Fall 2008, http://
crimesagainstnaturemovie.com/

Coal Bucket Outlaw, dir. Tom Hansell, 26.40 min., Appalshop, 2002. 

Mountain Top Removal, dir. Michael C. O’Connell, 74 min., Haw River Films, 2007.

Moving Mountains, dir. Virginia B. Moore, 30 min., 2006.

Razing Appalachia, dir. Sasha Waters, 54 min., Bullfrog Films, 2003.

Rise Up! West Virginia, dir. B.J. Gundmundsson, 73 min., Patchwork Films, 2007.

Sludge, dir. Robert Salyers, Appalshop, 2005.

The Buffalo Creek Flood: An Act of Man, dir. Mimi Pickering, 40 min., Appalshop, 1975.

The Mountain Mourning Collection, http://www.christiansforthemountains.org/Titles_MountainMourning.htm.

Websites and Citizen’s Groups
Appalachian Center for the Economy & the Environment, www.appalachian-center.org/index.html

Appalachian Voices, www.appvoices.org  and www.ilovemountains.org

Christians for the Mountains, www.christiansforthemountains.org

Citizens Coal Council, www.citizenscoalcouncil.org

Coal River Mountain Watch, www.crmw.net

The Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on Mountaintop Removal and Valley Fills, 
www.epa.gov/region03/mtntop/index.htm

Keeper of the Mountains, www.mountainkeeper.org

Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, www.kftc.org

Mine Impoundment Project: Mine Impoundment Location and Warning System,www.coalimpoundment.com

Mountain Justice Summer, www.mountainjusticesummer.org

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, www.ohvec.org

Save Our Cumberland Mountains, www.socm.org

Sierra Club, www.sierraclub.org

SouthWings, www.southwings.org

Southern Appalachian Mountain Stewards, www.samsva.org

Tending the Commons: Folklife and Landscape in Southern West Virginia, http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/tending

West Virginia Coalfield Communities,www.wvcoalfield.com

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, www.wvhighlands.org

West Virginia Rivers Coalition, www.wvrivers.org  

* Compilation based on listings and resources found within Bringing Down the Mountains: the Impact of Mountaintop Removal on Southern West 
Virginia Communities by Shirley Stewart Burns, West Virginia University Press (2007). 

Books, Articles, Movies, and Websites about Sustainable Development in Coalfield Appalachia 
Books
Fritsch, Al and Johannsen, Kristin.  Ecotourism in Appalachia: Marketing the Mountains. 

Fritsch, Al and Gallimore, Paul. Healing Appalachia: Sustainable Living Through Appropriate Technology.

Hinsdale, Mary Ann; Lewis, Helen Matthews; and Waller, S. Maxine. It Comes from the People:  Community Development 
and Local Theology.

Howell, Benita. Culture, Environment, and Conservation in the Appalachian South.

Articles, Reports & Publications 
Appalachian Regional Commission.  “Energizing Appalachia:  A Regional Blueprint for Economic and Energy Development.” October, 
2006. 
http://www.arc.gov/index.do?nodeId=3118

Appalachian Voices. “Managing Your Woodlands: A Guide for Southern Appalachian Landowners” 2006.  http://www.appvoices.org/in-
dex.php?/site/forests_overview

Bailey, Jason. “Identifying High Road Economic Development Strategies for Kentucky.”  MACED.  2007.http://www.highroadinitiative.
org/resources.htm

Bailey, Jason.  “Proposals to Reform Kentucky Economic Development Systems.” MACED.  April 16, 2007. http://wwww.maced.org/
publications.htm

The Center for Business and Economic Research, Marshall University. “Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy in Appalachia:  Policy 
and Potential.” Prepared for the Appalachian Regional Commission.  July 12, 2006. http://www.arc.gov/index.do?nodeId=3112

Curry, Pam. Center for Economic Options. “Microbusiness—A Sustainable Option for West Virginia’s Economic Legacy.” Center for 
Economic Options.  2002.  http://www.centerforeconomicoptions.org/1000wordWVBeyondCoalPublished.htm

Democracy Resource Center in cooperation with the Mountain Association for Community Economic Development.  “Accounting for 
Impact: Economic Development Spending in Kentucky.” September, 2005.  MACED.  http://wwww.maced.org/publications.htm


